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I N K L I N G S

BACK TO NORMAL-ISH
If you walked onto the UM campus back and case numbers rose. Tough questions
in July or early August, you would have felt a were asked about how the university could
definite buzz in the air. After over a year of manage social distancing in limited classroom
COVID-related stops and starts, with
mostly virtual classes, mostly empty
dorms, some dining halls offering only
boxed meals, it felt like things were about
to turn a corner. The students who were
around were actually around. And the
faculty and staff preparing for the rest of
the student body to descend en masse in
late August were cautiously optimistic.
The vaccine mandate for students, faculty,
and staff was met with gratitude and
Pastor Bailey welcomes students back to campus
(mostly) compliance.
But then things changed, again. In late au- space. What about the ten percent of stugust the delta variant kicked into high gear dents who were not yet vaccinated (it’s now
down to 4 percent)? And then there are
those intimate Saturday gatherings of
100,000+ at Michigan Stadium!
The University has forged ahead with the
fall semester, as have we at the Campus
Chapel and Center for Faith and Scholarship.
And things feel normal-ish. The usual campus
activities are happening, but outdoors or on
a smaller scale (except for, of course, football). Our worship is back inside the Chapel
building, but masked and distanced. We’ve
been able to do a lot of our normal activities
in cautious and safe ways.
The most encouraging thing has been the
energy and enthusiasm of students as they
return to campus. It’s a strange year, with
freshman and sophomores all feeling new to
campus (and juniors feeling not much more
experienced than them). But the community
The highlight of the annual bike trip to the Dexter Cider
(continued on page 2)
Mill: the donuts and cider!

It was a joy to celebrate the baptism of Amelia Van Klompenberg at
the Chapel in August, with much of the Van Klompenberg and Bylsma
extended family joining us!

(continued from page 1)
spirit is not deterred, and it seems many students are trying
to make up for lost time by diving into activities.
In these times that feel back-to-normal… but not, we give
thanks for what we know to be unchanging and constant: the
love of our Triune God, the richness of sharing life together
as the people of God, and the opportunity always before us
to serve God and God’s world in God’s name. And, as we try
to adapt and adjust to our new realities, we give thanks for
you, the friends and supporters of this ministry. We covet
your prayers as we walk forward in faithfulness into the new
normal of our life together.

FALL ACTIVITIES ROUNDUP
Though the new logistical realities can be challenging, our community is
both flexible and creative. That has been incredibly helpful in navigating all
the intricacies of social events and being together.
This fall we have enjoyed some of our regular, tried and true events
such as the Kick-Off Cook-Out and the Dexter Cider Mill Trip (nine cyclists, one runner, a dog, and several more drivers). And we look forward
to another favorite event, a fall bonfire later in October.
We’ve also tried some new things, one of the most notable being a
Game Day Brunch including delicious food items (pancakes, egg bake, sausage and bacon, and fruit) and enjoyable lawn games. We are looking forward to participating in the Arc of Justice Tour, coordinated for us and
Ann Arbor Christian Reformed church by Cohort Detroit and facilitated
by local Detroit area leaders.
We have found our new normal of having Wednesday Night Dinners
on the Chapel Lawn to be not quite what we would like; we miss the cozy
familiarity of gathering in the basement. And yet it is a wonderful part of
our weekly rhythm. Being able to make the transition from bringing your
own meals for Wednesday Night Dinner to grilling together or having one
person make the meal to share outside has been an uplifting shift. And
thankfully God @ the Pub has been able to move from online to gathering
at our local HopCat.
We see struggles and silver linings all at once. It is good and exciting yet different and still strange. We are regularly reminded through our events, gatherings, and worship that life is both precious and precarious, and that community can be both hard and wonderful.

STARTING WITH SABBATH
Our first worship series of this academic year returned to a topic that is close to our community’s heart,
but one we have rarely tackled at the start of a new
year: sabbath. Our day of rest comes at the beginning of
the week, grounding us and refreshing us before a week
of labor, so why not start our academic year the same
way?
It was a rich series, especially after what has been
(and continues to be) a tumultuous and anxious season.
We looked to the Old Testament texts that lay the foundation for our understanding of sabbath, as well as Jesus’
words shedding light on the ancient practice. Each week
we connected the call to rest with our broader understanding of vocation or calling. We’re called to be transformative agents of God’s redemption and renewal in the
world, and one of the most transformative and redemptive practices in our world is sabbath, resting in God.
Each week we opened the service by watering a
beautiful plant with water from our baptismal font
(pictured here). It reminded us that our baptismal calling,
our identity as God’s beloved child, can nourish us as
water nourishes a plant. It is a calling in which we can
find rest and be refreshed.

CONGRATULATIONS TO
PASTOR BAILEY!
Bailey Sarver Attema and Peter Attema
were married on Sunday, September 19
in New Sharon, Iowa.

